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: jnger that the commumty s tesolve -
) ensure that such adlsastrous S

hat’s why Senate. B1ii 175
IO ed by.the Legislature on the

MARILYN NEWTON/RG) FILE

Two men wade near baggage contamers under the beliy of an American 757 | in 1997 as
ﬂood waters nse at Reno Tahoe lnternatlonal Airport..

: -'.County to create a eontrol authonty :
with the power to, yes, levy fees o
pay forth or'mnumty'demgneé -
. “ﬂoodacontrol project, is the next '_

funded by a one-eighth cent sales tax
approved by voters.)
- iSB175 is critical to that effort,
- Until the last minute, however,
it looked like the bill might not be
‘approved. It somehow got caught up
'in the debate over an amendment
t ' . implementing a water-planning
. project. w111 bmld new flood walls measure for Washoe County that
<. One.is already under construction senators opposed and the governor
- justnorth of Glendale Avenue, ina  threatened to veto,
- joint-effort of the flood project, the Thankfully, the d;fferences were
- Reno-Sparks Indian Colony and resolved before the Legislature
Wal Mart. - adjourned last week, and SB175 is

- Finally, there eventually will be now law.
new bridges over the Truckee River Now, local flood project officials
indowntown Reno. The existing ~ can show the Corps of Engineers that
bridges act as dams when wateris " - we are holding u up our end of the deal,
high, trapping debris and sending - that we are serious about the need to
water overthe river’s banks. New ..;';'-"'complete this project and are willing

designs will increase the capacityof ~ to pay the price necessary to see it to

- the bridges, allowing more water to - completion.

.- pass under them and lettmg debris We know that the Truckee River

: .-3-keep moving.: ' ++. - will flood again. The next time it

_ -None of th1s comes cheaply, - does, we need to be ready. With
‘When the flood control . -SB175, we're getting closer.

project officials fmally manage o . :

cut the federal red tape and money.

is appropriated, the ArmyCorpsof =

.+ Engineers will T pay most of the cost of

- the $1.5-billion project, but we need

*'to raise about $400 million to pay the -

localportlon (Workso far ha been :

t prov1des whete pbss1bie, more ﬁ_' :
ﬂood plain t allow. ittospreadout .-




