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Saying it would do little to
help during major floods but
cost $300 million to build,

" officials last week decided
against constructing a flood

control dam in the Huffaker
Hills area.

Removal of the Huffaker
dam will spe¢d completion
and substantially reduce the
cost of a major flood control

project proposed algng the’

Truckee River, a coalition of
local officials agreed. Recent
cost estimates of the overall

flood @Ho_mo_” have reached as
high as $1.6 billion.

A damat Huffaker Narrows
and detention basin to-store
floodwaters from Steamboat
Creek have long been envi-
sioned as an important com-
ponent of the floed project.

But recent studies suggest
that while the facility would
still help during smaller flcods,

the dasn would do little during

major evénts like the New
Year's Flood of 1997 and might
even make matters worse.

“We are actually causing a
negative impact. There’s re-
ally no need to have it at this

?Fp_%midﬁvmb_, flood proj-

ect manager, told the Flood,

Project ‘Coordinating Com.-

mitree. The panel is made up”

of officials from Reno, Sparks,

Washoe County and the Uni-

versity of Nevada; Reno.

The change in thinking -

results from recent computer
modeling and widespread de-
velopment in the area during
the pastdecade. Development
lessened the atea m<mmmﬁm for
flood storage.

To protect homes in H.Um

‘Huffaker area, particularly in
“the new Centex Homes Cyan
development, stored moo&ém‘ .

benefit,”

RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL/RGT. Oog

ters would have to be released
and potentially wotsen down-
stream flooding problems dur-

.ing a flood as serious as the

one in 1997, officials said.
“What can I say? The de-
velopers beat us to it,” said
Naomi Duerr, flood project
director. “It just doesn’t de-
liver the bang for the buck it
once did.”
Committee
apgreed. -

members

“The engineering is mﬁ?

ing it's really not having any
benefit and at $300 million,
it ought to have tremendous
Reno Council-

5. REICH/RENG GAZETTE-JOURNAL

wornan fessica Sferrazza said.
Sferrazza said she still wants

flood planners to look at pur-
chasing land in the area so it
c¢an remain undevéloped and
store water naturally during
a flood. The area could still
be the site of 2 regional park,
which would be submerged
during floods.

Committee members mwmo

directed staff to prepate a de-

tailed report examining how
plans for the Huffaker project
evolved over the years and why
sctapping it now makes sense.
“This has been a decision
10 years inthe making, and it’s
important people understand,’

Duerr said.
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Panel cancels Huftaker

. STAFFREPORT

A A regional panel decided not to
build a flood control dam in the Huf-

faker Hills area, saving $300 million.

Recent studies suggest the dam
might help during smeller~floods

“but would have lictle effect on major

events, such as the New Year's Flood
of 1997, and could make matters
worse, the Fleod Project Coordinat-
ing Committee was told Monday. . -

The change in thinking results

from recent computer modeling and -

“widesptead development in the area
duting the past decade. Develop-

Hills dam plan

ment lessened the area available for
flood storage. - o o
“What can I say? The develop-
ers beat us-to it,” said Naomi Duerr,
flood project director. “Tt just doesn't
Mm%qmﬂ the bang for the buck it once
w .: o . . . .
© . Seefull story on page 8A.
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Hypoallergenic wild horsss
found near Ely are at the
faderai wild horse center in

Palamino Valley. Geneticists

want io figurs out whather .
they are related to Mongolian
sieads or domestic herds. See
{uill story on page 2A.
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