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. Reno’s most historic
‘bridge and the former site of
Northern Nevada's most in-
famous brothel were the fo-
cus of actions Friday by offi-
cials trying to cope with reg-
.ular flooding of the Truckee
River.

A coalition of local offi-
.cials pushing for completion
‘of the long-awaited Truckee
‘River flood project took ac-
‘tion on the future of both
landmarks.

The Flood. PfOJect Coorch ,

‘nating Committee agreed to
spend $2 million for design
-and environmental permit-
‘ting for the tear-down and
-replacement of the Virginia
‘Street Bridge - a project
‘ultimately expected to cost
-about $20 million.

"~ The committee, com-
posed of officials from Reno,
Sparks, Washoe County
and the University of Ne-

¢

vada, Reno, also approved a
$7.2 million river restoration

project at the former site of
the Mustang Ranch brothet -
east of Sparks.

Both projects have.the
potential to qualify for some

funding from the federal eco- -

nomic stimulus package, of-
ficials said. They have been
given status as accelerated
efforts up front of the over-
all flood project, expected to
cost between:$1.2 billion and
$1.6 billion.

The Virginia Street Bridge,
built in 1905 and made fa-
mous as the location where
divorcees tossed their wed-
ding rings into the Truckee
River, acts as a bottleneck
during floods, causing flood-
waters to spread through the
downtown area.

- QOvet the objection of his-

toric preservationists, the

flood committée and Reno-

City Council decided in

2007 that the bridge should

be tom down and replaced as

RENO rGAZETTE-‘.T_ OURNAL/RGILCOM

a flood hazara rather than be
' " quently was obtained by the |

U.S. Bureau of Land Man— )

restored.
How the new bridge will
look and what level of flood

~protection it will provide

will be discussed Feb. 25 by
the Reno City Council. The

council also will review a-

feamblhty report on replac-
ing the bridges that span the

Truckee. at Sierra, Lake and'

Center streets.
“It’s going to be important

for the city of Reno and this
entire project,” Reno Coun-

cilman Dan Gustin, a mem-
ber of the flood committee,

. said of changes coming to the

Virginia Street Bridge. It will
be the first of the downtown
bridges to be replaced. '
At Mustang Ranch, a ma-
jor river restoration pr'oject

is planned. The area is the:

site of Nevada’s first legalized
brothel, founded by Joe Con-

forte in 1971 and operated

until 1999, when the fedeéral
govemment shut the opera—
tion down

The _property subse-

agement. :
The actual structure was
moved down river to the site-

of another brothel, the Wild
Horse Resort and Spa, after

~being sold in 2003. -

On- the land where the

‘brothel was located, officials
. plan 1o restore the river eco-.
system to a natural conch-_ '

tion., . _

Improvements will -in-
clude cutting new meanders
into the river channel. When

 finished, the restored site will
“help floodwaters spread natu-

rally ovér the landscape, im-

proving habitat for fish and . 7

wildlife and boosting water
quality..
Similarrestorationprojects
are planned at 11 locations
along the lower Truckee.
Work commenced last fall at

‘two, the 102 Ranch and the

site of an old trailer patk in
Wadsworth.
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